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the Aébnakis language, which he had spoken longest,
he also knew the Huron, the Outaouais, and the
Illinois; and he had used them to advantage in the
different Missions where they were spoken. From
the time of his arrival in Canada his character
had ever been consistent; he was always firm and
resolute, severe with himself, but tender and com-
passionate toward others.

Three years ago, by order of Monsieur our Gov-
ernor, I made a tour of Acadia. In conversing with
Father Rasles, I represented to him that in case war
should be declared against the Savages, he would
run a risk of his life; that, as his Village was only
fifteen leagues from the English forts, he would be
exposed to their first forays; that his preservation
was necessary to his flock; and that he must take
measures for the safety of his life. My measures
are taken, he replied in a firm voice; God kas
confided to me this flock, and I shall follow its fate, only
too happy to be sacrificed for it. He often repeated the
same thing to his Neophytes, that he might strength-
en their constancy in the Faith. We lLave realized
but too well, they themselves said to me, that that
dear Father spoke to us out of the abundance of his heart;
we saw lim face death with a tranquil and serene counte-
nance, and expose himself unassisted to the fury of the
enemy,— hindering their first attempts, so that we might
have time to escape from the danger and preserve our
lives.

As a price had been set on his head, and various
attempts had been made to abduct him, the Savages
last spring proposed to take him farther into the
interior, toward Quebec, where he would be secure
from the dangers with which his life was menaced.



